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Overall Comments 
 
Make a series of six to twelve photographs in response to the concept of ‘The Square                
Mile’. Use this as an opportunity to take a fresh and experimental look at your               
surroundings. You may wish to re-trace places you know very well, examining how             
they might have changed; or, particularly if you’re in a new environment, you may              
wish to use photography to explore your new surroundings and meet some of the              
people around you.  
 
You’ll need to shoot many more than 12 photographs from which to make your final               
edit. You should try to make your final set of photographs ‘sit’ together as a series.                
Don’t necessarily think about making a number of individual pictures, but rather a set              
of photographs that complement one another and collectively communicate your          
idea.  
 
Assessment potential  
 
You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA               
by formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More              
and more people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting             
their work for assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to                 
support you whether you study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please            
consider whether you want to put your work forward for assessment and let me              
know your decision when you submit Assignment 2. I can then give you             
feedback on how well your work meets the assessment requirements." 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills 
Materials, techniques, observational skills, visual awareness, design and compositional skills 
 
You have demonstrated adequate technical and visual skills in this assignment. 
 
Some of the images in your contact sheet are under exposed so more attention              
needs to be paid to control of exposure. 
 
You have experimented a little with composition, using the rule of thirds with             
some shots however a lot of your images have the subject in the centre of the                
image, try to consider alternative viewpoints and compositions. 
 
You could have gone in closer for some images, for example in seaweed and              
coal dust I can not tell this is coal dust from this distance without the text. If you                  
had gone in closer I would see the idea far more clearly and it might have been                 
a more abstract / interesting image. 
 
Quality of Outcome 
Content, application of knowledge, presentation of work in a coherent manner, discernment, 
conceptualisation of thoughts, communication of ideas 
 
Competent realisation of ideas, presented well, showing consistency in judgement.  
 
Effective grasp of ideas and communication of visual ideas 
 
I like the idea behind your images very much as I love these sorts of traditional                
English seaside resorts.I think some of your images selected are very effective            
however would question some of the choices of final images, the light house image              
doesn’t really sit with the others in the sequence. I like the colourful daytime images               
and wonder why you have excluded “ice cream”, I also think the fish and chip shot                
would fit in really well to the series, maybe instead of the seaweed image which               
doesn’t feel like it fits in with the others and is also the only portrait shot within the                  
series. 
 
Your work is presented well however I would like to see more consideration given to               
presentation of work and making this stand out more. 
 
Demonstration of Creativity  
Imagination, experimentation, invention, development of a personal voice 
 
Some evidence of creativity, little evidence of risk-taking, with a few imaginative            
outcomes, some evidence of a developing personal voice 
 
I think your work does show a developing personal voice as you have looked at an                
idea of British Seaside and put your own spin on it, you are not showing a post card                  
view, more a view of its tattier edges and eccentricities. 



 
You have shown some experimentation in your styles of photographs, taking           
photographs at night as well as day.  
 
Learning Logs or Blogs/Critical essays  
 
Context 
Reflection, research, critical thinking* (learning logs and, at levels 5 and 6, critical reviews and               
essays 
 
Articulate and self aware, good range of research, demonstrating a developing           
intellectual understanding, you have researched the work of some photographers and           
talked well about your own work. 
 
The study of photography at HE level means you engage with more than how to take                
a photo. 
 

● Why was the photograph taken? 
● Who was it taken for? 
● When was it taken? 
● Where was the work presented? 
● What feelings does the photograph evoke? 
● What does the image say to you / how could it be interpreted? 
● What is the images purpose? 

 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
Please have a look at Connotation and Denotation in photography, David Bates            
“Photography” book is a good place to start reading up on this. I would like you to                 
take a look at the photography of Tim Walker to see how using your imagination and                
experimenting can really help to get your message across in your images. 
 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
 

● Keep up the good work, really think about what you want the viewer to take               
away / read from each image. 

● Take more risks with your photographic work. 
● Capture more images to enable you to choose the strongest photographs and            

show a consistency of judgment. 
● Consider presentation of work. 
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